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International application No. 

PCT/US 00/26631 


International filing date (day/rnonth/year) 

28/09/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

29/09/1999 


Applicant 

PETROVSKAYA, Anna 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 4 sheets. 

[X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 



b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

[ j contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

F_J the text ls a PP roved as submitted by the applicant. 
PT| the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 
SYSTEM TO COORDINATE THE EXECUTION OF A PLURALITY OF SEPARATE COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS TO EFFECTUATE A PROCESS 



With regard to the abstract, 

l"X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 



[X| as suggested by the applicant. \~] None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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other means 

■P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
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"T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
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29/09/1999 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
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□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I S Basis of the report 



II 
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Priority 


III 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 


VI 
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Certain documents cited 


VII 
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Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. PCT/US00/26631 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -1 09 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-35 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/8-8/8 



as originally filed 
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□ the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1,3-9, 11-19, 25, 30,31 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



2, 10, 20-24, 26-29,32-35 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-35 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The following documents are referred to in this report: 

D1: US-A-5 530 861 (DIAMANT JOHN R ET AL) 25 June 1996 (1996-06-25) 
D2: US-A-5 937 388 (DAVIS JAMES W ET AL) 1 0 August 1 999 (1 999-08-1 0) 
D3: DAVID HOLLINGSWORTH: The Workflow Reference Model' WORKFLOW 
MANAGEMENT COALITION SPECIFICATION, 29 January 1995 (1995-01- 29), 
pages 1-55, XP0021 54804 

D4: EP-A-0 853 277 (CROSSROADS SOFTWARE INC) 15 July 1998 (1998-07- 
15) 

D5: US-A-5 892 905 (BROWN KENNETH EDGAR ET AL) 6 April 1999 (1999- 
04-06) 

2. Novelty of claim 1 

Document D1 discloses (see column 2, line 5 to column 24, line 45): 

A system (column 2, lines 5 to 11) to coordinate the execution of a plurality of 
separate target computer systems (column 16, lines 44 to 48) to effectuate a 
[business] process, the system comprising: 

(a) a core system (column 2, lines 5 to 11) for receding a request by a user 
to effectuate the process (column 2, lines 5 to 67), the request including 
user data upon which it is desired to effectuate the process and an indication 
of an action corresponding to the process (column 2, lines 33 to 35); and 

(b) the core system further including a centralized execution controller 
(task manager) that controls and coordinates execution (column 2, lines 5 
to 49) of the target computer systems based on the user data and execution 
rules (column 2, lines 33 to 35, column 4, lines 17 to 21 and column 24, 
lines 19 to 45) corresponding to the indicated action, thereby accomplishing 
effectuation of the process. 

Therefore, all features of claim 1 are covered by document D1 , thus rendering 
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claim 1 not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

A similar reasoning can be set forth for documents D2 to D5. 

3. Novelty of claim 25 

Document D1 discloses (see column 2, line 5 to column 16, line 48): 

A system (column 2, lines 5 to 11) to coordinate the execution of a plurality of 
separate target computer systems (column 16, lines 44 to 48) to effectuate a 
[business] process, the system comprising: 

(a) user interface means (column 4, lines 28 to 29) for receiving a request 
by a user to effectuate the process (column 2, lines 5 to 67), the request 
including user data upon which it is desired to effectuate the process and an 
indication of an action corresponding to the process (column 2, lines 33 to 
35); 

(b) engine means (implicit in column 2, lines 26 to 31) for generating a 
series of job orders based on the user data and execution rules 
corresponding to the indicated action; and 

(c) agent means (column 4, lines 40 to 43) for causing execution of the 
target computer systems based on the job orders, thereby accomplishing 
effectuation of the process. 

Therefore, all features of claim 25 are covered by document D1 , thus rendering 
claim 25 not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

A similar reasoning can be set forth for documents D2 to D5. 

4 Dependent claims 2 to 24 and 26 to 35 do not appear to contain any features 

which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, satisfy the 
criterion set forth in Article 33(2) and (3) PCT in respect of novelty and inventive 
step, the reasons being as follows: 

4.1 The additional features of claims 3 to 9, 11 to 19, 30, 31 appear to be already 
known, see respectively D5, column 8, line 1 to column 9, line 4; D2, column 7, 
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lines 41 to 60; D2, column 5, lines 60 to 64 and column 7, lines 27 to 48; D2, 
column 7, lines 32 to 40; D1 , column 12, lines 56 to 66; D5, column 14, line 57 to 
column 15, line 24; D5, column 14, line 57 to column 15, line 24; D3, page 12, 
lines 24 to 29; D2, column 5, lines 60 to 64 and column 7, lines 27 to 48; D3, page 
12, lines 24 to 29; D2, column 7, lines 41 to 60; D3, page 35, line 19 to page 37, 
line 23; D1 , column 4, lines 32 to 49; D1 , column 4, lines 22 to 57; D1 , column 4, 
lines 22 to 57; D1, column 7, line 61 to column 8, line 57; D3, page 44, line 1 to 
page 45, last line; D1, column 4, lines 32 to 49. 

4.2 The additional features of claims 10, 20 to 24, 26 to 29, 32 to 35 appear to be 
derivable from the prior art, see respectively D3, page 31 , lines 21 to 27 and page 
38, lines 20 to 28; D4, column 16, lines 6 to 18 and column 19, line 58 to column 
20, line 58 (claims 20 to 22); D1 , column 2, line 5 to column 3, line 2 and column 
4, lines 1 7 to 61 ; D4, column 1 6, lines 6 to 1 8 and column 1 9, line 58 to column 
20, line 58; D3, page 8, line 1 to last line, page 22, line 14 to page 23, last line and 
page 47, lines 1 to 19 (claims 26 to 29 and 32); D3, Figure 3 and page 14, line 30 
to page 15, line 13. 

4.3 The additional feature of claim 2 seems to contain nothing but implementation 
details within the normal practice of the skilled person. 
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